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If your data center is near the Atlantic seaboard, you will need to gear up for hurricane season. In the Heartland, brace yourself for tornado season. On the West Coast, be watchful of earthquakes and fires. No matter where your data center is located, the summer months can pose more potentially dangerous seasonal conditions than any other time of the year.





So, what can you do to prepare? This might be an ideal time to take a close look at your BC/DR plan. Make sure it is updated based on any changes from the previous year. If you are facing the added pressure of moving your data center during this season—here are some important tips to help make the process easier.








1. Provide off-site back-up: Off-site back-up will give you the continuity you need during any migration—disaster or not. It will help you recover much more quickly should your primary site suffer


a hit.





2. Plan ahead: Don’t wait until last minute to check your emergency data center operations. Test-run your generator, prepare a written chain of command and make sure that a solid communications plan is in place.





3. Consider changes to your personnel. New hires and newly promoted employees need to be brought up to speed. Also, changes to IT infrastructure or the facility need to be communicated.




















4. Keep your customers in the loop. Whether you are migrating your data center or in the midst of a natural or man-made disaster, proactive updates will help customers know that you are continuing to focus on their needs and protecting their best interests first and foremost. 





If your company doesn’t have a BC/DR plan in place, now would be a good time to develop one. Forsythe’s BC/DR and data center practices can provide valuable tools in helping companies plan for and recover from devastating acts of nature—in any season.


 





Call your local Forsythe representative to discuss your needs for BC/DR or migration planning.   


























Fred Latala, Director, Data Center Relocation Services�Forsythe Solutions Group


As the director of Forsythe's data center services practice, Fred Latala is responsible for the company's overall data center relocation strategy, vision, best-practice models, and the quality of solutions delivered. Latala manages the company's relationships with key data center relocation partners including EMC, Hewlett-Packard, IBM, StorageTek, and Sun Microsystems. During his tenure at Forsythe, Latala has been focused primarily on data center infrastructure and the discipline of data center relocations. Latala has more than 20 years of experience in IT.





Michael Croy, Director, Business Continuity Solutions�Forsythe Solutions Group


Michael Croy brings more than 30 years of experience in building, developing, and implementing disaster recovery and business continuity programs to U.S. and global organizations. Croy is responsible for the company’s business continuity offerings, including risk analysis, best practice models for continuity of IT infrastructure (storage, server, and network), and disaster recovery planning, strategy, and management. 
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